
 
 

Kings County Tobacco-Free Partnership Meeting 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 • 10:00 – 11:15am    Kings County Health Dept., Bldg. 5 Auditorium  

Attendees:  Maria Carbajal Heather Cernosek, May Chung, Michael Duarte, Carlos Garcia, Gerardo Garcia, 
Joanna Garcia, Cristhian Ibanez, Gabriel Ledesma, Julie LeFils, Victoria Sandoval, Oralia Vallejo, Sheila 
Verdugo, Dulce Velazquez, Melissa Wescoat, Keith Winkler 

 

 

I. Keith Winkler welcomed those in attendance and everyone introduced themselves. 

 

II. Minutes:  The group reviewed the August meeting minutes.  Motion to approve as corrected, Oralia 

Vallejo, second, Gabriel Ledesma, motion carried. 

 
III. Kings County Tobacco Control Program Update 

• Oralia shared that they will hold a Neighborhood Conversation on October 3rd at Montgomery 

Crossing apartments in Lemoore. 

• Oralia shared that they will be holding their first second hand smoke training for apartment 

managers and community members on December 13th. 

• They are looking for youth 18 years of age and older to conduct. Tobacco purchase survey in 

Avenal and Lemoore. 

• Gabriel shared that the Avenal youth coalition is setting up by-laws and positions. The kids would 

like to receive information on various careers (e.g. military, dental, etc.)  

• Oralia will be attending Rock the Arbor in Lemoore tomorrow evening looking for volunteers to 

take a public opinion poll. 

• Oralia is planning a Community Forum for their tobacco retail licensing objective, at Avenal and 

Lemoore High Schools. She will be finalizing dates soon. The events will be open to youth and 

the community. 

 

IV. California Health Collaborative Update: 
 

Regional Advocates Countering Tobacco (ReACT) Project 

• Objective 1 (Youth engagement)- We have 4 active Coalitions: Reedley, Hanford, Corcoran and 

Sanger (New). Recruitment for additional Corcoran youth will take place on October 19th at 

Corcoran High School. 

• Objective 2 (Smoke free parks)- Meeting with Hanford City Council Member on Wednesday, 

October 3, 2018 (last member needed to educate on smoke-free parks). We are looking to collect 

Public Opinion Polls at local grocery stores to gather more data.  

• Objective 3 (Zoning)- Staff met with the Mayor of Sanger to educate him on zoning and tobacco 

retailer density. ReACT has been placed on the City Council Agenda for October 18th, 2018, and 

will be providing an educational presentation on zoning.  

  

Unidos Por Salud Project 

• Objective 1 – We are currently planning on scheduling the strategic planning sessions in the 

communities of Dos Palos and Wasco. The tentative date for Hanford’s strategic planning session 

is Monday, November 19th, 2018. More details to come. 

• Objective 2- We had a strategic planning session in the city of Woodlake last Wednesday, 

September 19th. We are planning on for the Coalinga strategy session in the upcoming months 



• Objective 3- We have a youth coalition up and running in the City of Dos Palos. We are trying to 

get into the schools in the cities of Reedley and Wasco to begin recruitment for two other youth 

coalitions. 

  

API PACT Project 

• Objective 1- Support an ordinance restricting the sale of flavored tobacco within 1,000 feet of 

schools and youth-sensitive areas. API PACT completed the Midwest Academy Strategy Session 

for Visalia and Livingston. 

• Objective 2- Educate event organizers and venue operators about secondhand smoke. Support 

them in adopting a voluntary smoke-free policy for their event or venue. API PACT plans to hold a 

Midwest Academy Strategy Session for the Fresno area in October. Another strategy session for 

the counties of Kings, Kern, and Tulare will be planned soon. Details will follow in the future. 

• Objective 3- API PACT is recruiting youth from high schools in Visalia and Livingston. It is an 

on-going activity. 

 

V. Cristhian shared Legislative Updates: See attached handout. 
 

 

VI. Other New Business 
 

• Cristhian shared the Tobacco-Free Partnership Recruitment Packet which includes a recruitment 

flyer, information about flavored tobacco, menthol cigarettes, Tobacco Control Program 

overview, tobacco retailer license information sheet, smoke-free parks information sheet, 

Hanford Sentinel article on a tobacco sting operation by Hanford Police.  The recruitment sub-

committee is currently working on a membership form.   

 

VII. Roundtable 

• Keith stated that the Kings River Clean-up went very well. They had 12 people work to clean up 

the cigarette butt litter. 

 

VIII. Guest Speaker 

 

• Maria Carbajal with the University of California and Natural Resources shared about their 

Promotora Model in Kings County. Promotoras are community member volunteers who reach 

out and gather information about community resources and then take the information back to 

their communities.  They educate, empower, and advocate for community change by sharing 

information and resources to families in need. UCCE provides nutrition classes and physical 

activity.  They are looking for Promotoras in every community. 

 

IX. Adjourn 

 

 
Next Meeting – November 1, 2018 from 10:00-11:00am 

Kings County Health Department, Building 5 Auditorium 



    

 

Legislative Update: 
September 5, 2018  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Legislative Update 
 

The 2017-2018 legislative session ended on Friday, August 31st. Bills that were approved by the legislature will now 

move to the Governor’s desk for final approval. The Governor has until Sunday, September 30th to either approve or 

veto the bills. Any bills that were not approved by the legislature are no longer eligible to move forward and cannot 

be brought back up next year. 

 

Five tobacco-related bills were approved by both the Senate and Assembly and sent to the Governor for his action. 
The governor has three options, (1) he can sign the bill into law, which allows the bill to take effect, (2) he can veto 
the bill, which stops the bill from taking effect, or (3) he can do nothing, which allows the law to take effect.  
 

 
Five tobacco-related bills are pending before the Governor:  
AB 1097 (Levine – D, San Rafael) State beaches and parks, smoking ban 

AB 2020 (Quirk – D, Hayward) Cannabis: local jurisdiction licensees: temporary event license 
SB 835 (Glazer – D, Orinda) Parks: smoking ban 
SB 836 (Glazer – D, Orinda) State beaches: smoking ban 
SB 1408 (Pan – D, Sacramento) Cigarettes: seizure 

 
Two tobacco-related resolutions will not be moving forward: 
ACR 254 (Holden – D, Pasadena) Smoke-free multiunit housing 
SCR 143 (Pan – D, Sacramento) Smoking: youth: motion picture industry 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1097
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB2020
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB835
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB836
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1408
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180ACR254
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SCR143


    

 

Legislative Update: 
September 5, 2018  

 
 

Five tobacco-related bills are pending before the governor:  
 
AB 1097 (Levine – D, San Rafael) State beaches and parks, smoking ban 

Assembly Bill 1097 makes it a crime to smoke or dispose of cigar and cigarette waste at designated non-
smoking picnic areas within state parks and coastal beaches.  On August 24th, the bill was amended to only 
apply to picnic areas instead of entire state parks and beaches and the fine was decreased to $25. 
Status: AB 1097 now awaits action by the Governor. 

January 9th: passed the Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee 10-4 (1 member abstaining/not 
voting) 

January 18th: passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee 12-5 
January 29th: passed the Assembly 46-24 (7 members abstaining/not voting) 
June 12th: passed the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 7-2 
July 2nd: unanimously passed the Senate Appropriations Committee 
August 29th: passed the Senate Floor 27-12 (1 member abstaining/not voting) 
August 31st: Senate amendments approved by the Assembly Floor 57-22 (1 member abstaining/not voting) 

 
AB 2020 (Quirk – D, Hayward) Cannabis: local jurisdiction licensees: temporary event license 
Assembly Bill 2020 would allow the state to issue temporary event licenses to any venue that will be selling cannabis 
products onsite. This would not supersede any local ordinances, such as zoning, land use, or business license 
requirements, requirements to reduce exposure to secondhand smoke, or completely outlaw certain types of 
businesses. The state may grant full power to administer licenses to counties and incorporated cities if they so 
choose. Licenses may be denied if the event does not comply with local smokefree ordinances. Venues approved for 
this license must have an area where access is restricted to persons 21 years of age or older, have the cannabis 
consumption not visible from any public place or nonage-restricted area, and must also not sell or provide for 
consumption alcohol or tobacco products. On June 18th, the bill was amended to include additional restrictions on 
vendors. On August 20th, amendments were taken to give local law enforcement the ability to monitor and shut 
down events for immediate public health and safety purposes. 
Status: AB 2020 now awaits action by the Governor. 

April 17th: passed the Assembly Business and Professions Committee 13-1 (2 members abstaining/not 
voting) 

May 9th: passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee 12-4 (1 member abstaining/not voting) 
May 29th: approved by the Assembly Floor 60-16 (2 members abstaining/not voting) 
June 25th: passed the Senate Business, Professions, and Economic Development Committee 8-1 
August 27th: approved by the Senate Floor 30-9 (1 member abstaining/not voting) 
August 29th: Senate amendments approved by the Assembly Floor 61-15 (4 members abstaining/not voting) 

 
SB 835 (Glazer – D, Orinda) Parks: smoking ban 
Senate Bill 835 would make it a crime to smoke or dispose of cigar and cigarette waste within a state park. Anyone 
who violates this law could receive a fine up to $25. This bill would allow the Director of Parks and Recreation at any 
affected location to designate exempted areas where smoking would be permitted. On August 23rd, the disposal 
clause was amended so that cigar and cigarette waste may be disposed of in an appropriate receptacle. 
Status: SB 835 now awaits action by the Governor. 

March 13th: passed the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water 6-2 (1 member abstaining/not 
voting) 

May 25th: passed the Senate Appropriations Committee 5-2 
May 29th: approved by the Senate Floor 26-11 (2 members abstaining/not voting) 
June 12th: passed the Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee 10-5 
August 16th: passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee 12-5 
August 29th: approved by the Assembly Floor 55-25 
August 30th: Assembly amendments approved by the Senate Floor 26-11 (3 members abstaining/not voting) 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1097
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB2020
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB835
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB835
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SB 836 (Glazer – D, Orinda) State beaches: smoking ban 
Senate Bill 836 would make it a crime to smoke or dispose of cigar and cigarette waste on a state coastal beach. 
Anyone who violates this law could receive a fine up to $25. This bill would allow the Director of Parks and 
Recreation at any affected location to designate exempted areas where smoking would be permitted. On August 
23rd, the disposal clause was amended so that cigar and cigarette waste may be disposed of in an appropriate 
receptacle. 
Status: SB 836 now awaits action by the Governor. 

March 13th: passed the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water 6-2 (1 member abstaining/not 
voting) 

May 25th: passed the Senate Appropriations Committee 5-2 
May 29th: approved by the Senate Floor 27-11 (1 members abstaining/not voting) 
June 12th: passed the Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee 10-5 
August 16th: passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee 12-5 
August 29th: approved by the Assembly Floor 54-25 (1 member abstaining/not voting) 
August 30th: Assembly amendments approved by the Senate Floor 26-11 (3 members abstaining/not voting) 

 
SB 1408 (Pan – D, Sacramento) Cigarettes: seizure 
Current law bans the sale, offering, or possession of cigarettes that do not meet specific manufacturing criteria, but 
offers an exemption for cigarettes produced outside California. Senate Bill 1408 would delete the exemption and 
make these cigarettes contraband, which can be seized and disposed of by law enforcement or the state Department 
of Tax and Fee Administration. Any person who fails or refuses an inspection will be subject to a $1,000 civil penalty. 
Status: SB 1408 now awaits action by the Governor. 

April 16th: unanimously approved by the Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development 
Committee 

May 21st: approved by the Senate Floor 35-2 (2 abstaining/not voting) 
June 28th: passed the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee 19-1 (1 member abstaining/not 

voting) 
August 8th: passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee 15-2 
August 23rd: approved by the Assembly Floor 68-5 (7 abstaining/not voting) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB836
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB836
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1408
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Two tobacco-related resolutions will not be moving forward: 
 
ACR 254 (Holden – D, Pasadena) Smoke-free multiunit housing 
Assembly Concurrent Resolution 254 encourages local jurisdictions throughout California to adopt policy to reduce 
smoking in existing and newly constructed multiunit housing.  
Status:   ACR 254 was introduced on June 13th and was referred to the Assembly Committee on Housing and 
Community Development but failed to receive a hearing.  
 
SCR 143 (Pan – D, Sacramento) Smoking: youth: motion picture industry 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 143 encourages the California Department of Public Health, the Attorney General, 
and other state and local agencies to work with the motion picture industry to eliminate depictions of smoking in the 
entertainment industry. 
Status: SCR 143 failed to receive enough votes to move beyond the Assembly Health Committee. 

June 6th: passed the Senate Health Committee 6-0 (3 member abstaining/not voting) 
July 2nd: Approved by the Senate Floor 24-8 (7 abstaining/not voting) 
August 21st: failed in the Assembly Health Committee 7-0 (8 members abstaining/not voting) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Center’s Bill Tracker (www.center4tobaccopolicy.org/bill-tracker/) can be used to track all bills throughout the 2017-2018 legislative 
session.  The Bill Tracker contains up-to-date information with full summaries, status updates and other information about pertinent bills 
introduced this session.  
 
The American Lung Association in California Center for Tobacco Policy & Organizing will be following bills and providing updates as the session 
progresses. You can find those updates here. 
 
 

Center for Tobacco Policy & Organizing: September 5, 2018 

 

Sources: Copies of the legislation outlined above and vote information may be obtained at www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/. 

The 2018 Legislative Master Calendar can be found at http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines.  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180ACR254
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SCR143
http://www.center4tobaccopolicy.org/bill-tracker/
http://center4tobaccopolicy.org/tobacco-policy/california-policy/legislative-updates/
http://www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines
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